
 
 

BRIEFING MEMO 

 
Event:  Into the Fastlane with 5G: A forum on Innovation and National Security   

 

Date:   Wednesday, September 11, 2019 

 

Time:   3:30p.m. – 5:30p.m. Program 

  5:30p.m. – 7p.m.- Networking Reception 

 

Format: Panel discussion with audience Q&A. Networking reception to follow.  

 

 

Agenda: 

 

3:30 PM Participants arrive  

3:45 PM Ambassador Stuart Holliday, President & CEO of Meridian International Center, 

provides introduction 

3:47 PM  Panel discussion with industry and security experts 

5:00 PM Audience Q&A 

5:20 PM Concluding remarks and vote of thanks by Ambassador Stuart Holliday 

5:30 PM Networking reception 

 

Moderator 

Ambassador David Gross 

 

Ambassador David Gross co-chairs the Telecom, Media & Technology Practice. He is widely recognized 

as one of the world’s foremost experts on international telecommunications and Internet policies, having 

addressed the United Nations (UN) General Assembly and led more U.S. delegations to major 

international telecommunication conferences than anyone else in modern history. Noted as bringing 



"innovation and vision to the rapidly changing TMT industry" by Who's Who Legal and as one of the 

"Top 30 Telecommunications lawyers in the world" by Euromoney, David draws on more than 30 years 

of experience as a lawyer, global policymaker, and corporate executive to assist U.S. companies seeking 

to enter or expand international businesses. He also advises non-U.S. companies, and industry 

organizations seeking to invest in, monitor, and understand the U.S. and international markets, as well as 

national governments. David advises companies and others on international and domestic telecoms, 

Internet, and high-tech strategy focusing on both specific markets and international organizations such as 

the International Telecommunication Union (ITU), the Organization for Economic Cooperation and 

Development (OECD), and the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC), as well as many regional 

organizations. 

 

Panelists:  

Christopher Burnham 

 

Mr. Burnham is the Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of Cambridge Global Capital, LLC. He co-

founded Cambridge after a distinguished career in government, diplomacy, banking, and private equity. 

He has served as Under Secretary General for Management of the United Nations, Under Secretary of 

State for Management (acting), Assistant Secretary of State for Resource Management and Chief 

Financial Officer of the U.S. Department of State, Treasurer of the State of Connecticut, three-term 

Member of the Connecticut House of Representatives, vice chairman of Deutsche Bank Asset 

Management and global co-head of private equity, and CEO of PIMCO’s largest equity arm, Columbus 

Circle Investors. He has also, most recently, served as a member of Donald Trump's Presidential 

Transition Team at Department of State.     

Mr. Burnham led reforms of the Connecticut Treasury, modernization of the financial and reporting 

systems of the U.S. State Department, and instituted sweeping governance reforms as chief management 

officer of the United Nations. This included the establishment of the first UN Ethics Office, the first 

United Nations Independent Audit Advisory Committee, the adoption of new International Public Sector 

Accounting Standards, the first comprehensive consolidated annual report in the history of the United 

Nations, and a new whistleblower protection policy that received independent recognition as the “gold 

standard.” He also implemented best-in-class financial disclosure reporting by senior United Nations 

officials and staff, based on the U.S. Government model. 



Mr. Burnham joined the United Nations after serving as acting Under Secretary of State for Management 

for Secretary Condoleezza Rice, and as Assistant Secretary of State for resource management and Chief 

Financial Officer of the State Department for General Colin Powell. Mr. Burnham joined the Department 

of State in September 2001, and has been confirmed twice by the United States Senate. 

From 2006 to December 2012, Mr. Burnham was the Vice Chairman and Managing Director of Deutsche 

Asset Management, and a member of the Global Operating Committee. In 2008, Mr. Burnham co-

founded and led Deutsche Bank’s direct private equity group, RREEF Capital Partners, the bank’s reentry 

into private equity after an eight-year absence. He also chaired Deutsche Bank’s governance committee in 

Germany, and is a globally recognized expert in the implementation of accountability, transparency, and 

best practice in government, corporations, and inter-governmental organizations.  

A veteran of the United States Marine Corps Reserve who retired at the rank of Lieutenant Colonel, Mr. 

Burnham volunteered for active duty in 1990 and served as an infantry platoon commander in the Gulf 

War. He and his men were part of the lead Allied forces to reach and liberate Kuwait City. 

He is currently co-founder, chairman and chief executive officer of Cambridge Global Capital, a venture 

capital investment firm focused on opportunities in life sciences, cyber and data security, and data 

analytics.  

Mr. Burnham studied national security policy at Georgetown’s National Security Studies Program, and is 

a graduate of Washington and Lee University and Harvard University, where he earned a master’s degree 

in Public Administration.   

 

Ambassador Douglas Lute 

 

Ambassador Douglas Lute is the former United States Permanent Representative to the North Atlantic 

Council, NATO’s standing political body.  Appointed by President Obama, he assumed the Brussels-

based post in 2013 and served until 2017.   During this period, he was instrumental in designing and 

implementing the 28-nation Alliance’s responses to the most severe security challenges in Europe since 

the end of the Cold War.  

A career Army officer, in 2010 Lute retired from active duty as a lieutenant general after 35 years of 

service.  In 2007 President Bush named him as Assistant to the President and Deputy National Security 



Advisor to coordinate the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan.  In 2009 he was the senior White House official 

retained by President Obama and his focus on the National Security Council staff shifted to South Asia.  

Across these two Administrations, he served a total of six years in the White House. 

Before being assigned to the White House, General Lute served as Director of Operations (J3) on the 

Joint Staff, overseeing U.S. military operations worldwide.  From 2004 to 2006, he was Director of 

Operations for the United States Central Command, with responsibility for U.S. military operations in 25 

countries across the Middle East, eastern Africa and Central Asia, in which over 200,000 U.S. troops 

operated. 

Through his military-diplomatic career, he received numerous honors and awards, including three awards 

of the Defense Distinguished Service Medal, the State Department’s Distinguished Honor Award, the 

Grand Officer of the Order of Merit for the Italian Republic, and the Commander’s Cross of the Order of 

Merit for the Federal Republic of Germany. 

General Lute holds degrees from the United States Military Academy at West Point and from the 

Kennedy School of Government at Harvard University.  He is a Senior Fellow at the Belfer Center at 

Harvard University; a member of the Council on Foreign Relations; and a charter member of the Flag 

Officer Advisory Group of the United States Institute of Peace. 

 

Nate Tibbits 

 

He is senior vice president of government affairs for Qualcomm Incorporated, a world leader in wireless 

technology. Leading Qualcomm’s Washington, DC, office, Tibbits focuses on driving Qualcomm’s 

Washington public affairs and policy agenda, including trade, immigration reform, and intellectual 

property protection. 

From 2009 to 2011, Tibbits was executive secretary of the National Security Council, supporting 

President Barack Obama and his national security team in formulating national security policy. As special 

assistant to President Obama for presidential personnel, he worked on candidate identification and 

selection for more than 1,000 presidential appointments in 2009. 

Immediately prior to joining Qualcomm, Tibbits ran Blackwood Advisory, a boutique strategy firm, and 

was the chair for the U.S. public affairs practice at Burson-Marsteller, where he worked with energy, 



technology, finance, and defense clients. Earlier in his career, he was the founding chief operating officer 

for the Center for a New American Security, a national security think tank. He was also vice president for 

international education at Discovery Communications, where he managed a digital content business unit 

with distribution in 60 countries. Before joining Discovery, Tibbits worked at the Albright Group, a 

consulting firm advising Fortune-100 clients on a range of international policy and public affairs matters. 

He was previously at the National Democratic Institute for International Affairs where he managed 

international election observations and established new offices in Africa, Latin America, and the Middle 

East. 

A graduate of the University of North Carolina (UNC) in Chapel Hill, Tibbits also holds an M.B.A. from 

the University of Maryland in College Park. He currently serves on UNC’s Global Advisory Board, as 

well as on the UNC Burch Fellows DC Advisory Board. 

 

Ruth E. Berry 

 

Ruth E. Berry is the Deputy Director for Bilateral Affairs in the Office of the International 

Communications and Information Policy at the U.S. Department of State. Prior to working in this role, 

she works as the Senior Syria Assistance Coordinator in the Bureaus of Near Eastern Affairs. Along with 

working for the U.S. Department of State, Ms. Berry has experience with U.S. Agency for International 

Development in the Office of U.S. Foreign Assistance Resources and with the U.S. Department of 

Veterans Affairs as a Management Analyst. Ms. Berry has a depth of knowledge in the public sector that 

has contributed to the conversation surrounding technology and information policy both in the United 

States and abroad. Ms. Berry studied her Master’s at The University of Chicago in Near and Middle 

Eastern studies and received her Bachelor’s degree for Lewis and Clark College in International Relations 

and Affairs.  

 

 

 

 



5G Forum Participant List (as of 9/10) 

First Last  Title Organization  

Britaany  Masalosalo International Affairs and 

Public Policy 

3M 

Dilovar Amonov Project Manager Alif Mobi 

Jeffrey Gelman External Affairs Officer Asian Development Bank 

John Sterlin  Duverseau Director of Operations Bani 

Mark Simakovsky Vice President Beacon Global Strategies 

Pierre Francois Vandenhaute Engineer-Advisor Belgian Institute for Postal Services and 

Telecommunications  

Richard Mulonga Founder and CEO Bloggers of Zambia 

Alejandro Jose  Pinto 

Gonzalez  

Policy Officer for Cyber 

Security 

Cabinet of the Prime Minister of Spain 

Jay Thompson Manager, International 

Government Affairs 

Chevron 

Shellie Purvis Senior Vice President Cogent Strategies 

Mogens Ostergaard Christoffersen Special Advisor Danish Defense Ministry 

Justin  Peterson Managing Partner DCI Group 

Miriam Warren Vice President DCI Group 

Peter Fatelnig Minister Counselor for 

Digital Economy Policy 

Delegation of the EU 

Evi Fuelle Advisor- Digital 

Economy Policy 

Delegation of the EU 

Robert Krawiec Principal- Strategy 

Consulting 

Deloitte 

Stephanie Ashmore Head of International 

Strategy and 

Engagement 

Department for Digital, Culture, Media 

and Sport, United Kingdom 

Lorenzo Antonio 

Claudio 

Garovi Scientific Advisor Digital Switzerland Platform 



Anastasia  Dellaccio Co-Founder Dolci Gelati  

Leo Tafadzwa Pawandiwa Technical Officer Econet Wireless Zimbabwe 

Pablo  Rodriguez 

Brizuela 

Minister-Economic and 

Commercial Section 

Embassy of Argentine Republic 

Gerardo Diaz 

Bartolome 

Deputy Chief of Mission Embassy of Argentine Republic 

Julie Martin Economic Assistant Embassy of Belgium 

Antti Niemela Minister Counselor and 

Head of Trade and 

Economic Affairs 

Embassy of Finland 

Hreinn Palsson Deputy Chief of Mission 

and Defense Attaché 

Embassy of Iceland  

Elena Mora Lopez International Trade and 

Investment Advisor 

Embassy of Spain 

Ana Dominguez Commercial Attaché Embassy of Spain  

Mylo Fausto Attaché- Economic 

Affairs  

Embassy of the Philippines 

Younghoon Ahn ICT and Broadcasting 

Attaché 

Embassy of the Republic of Korea 

Hyejin Lee  Assistant to Minister for 

Economic Affairs 

Embassy of the Republic of Korea 

Jonathan Garon Director-Commercial 

Affairs 

Embassy of the UAE 

Karina Gutierrez Account Executive Entercom 

Cole Pates-Clift Digital Strategist Entercom 

Girogi Kanchaveli Entrepreneur Skills Online Learning Platform  

Reed Fawell Vice President- Business 

Development 

Fiscal Note 

Chris Marzilli Executive Vice 

President- Information 

General Dynamics 



Technology and Mission 

Systems 

Veronika  Vinklarkova Member of Digital 

Coordination Unit 

Government of the Czech Republic 

Purti Adella  Elvina Head, Development and 

Facilitation of Trade 

Platforms 

Indonesian Ministry of Communications 

and Information Technology 

Erick Iriarte Ahon Senior Partner Iriarte & Associates 

Francesco  Marrazzo  Researcher and Econ-

Statistical Officer 

Italian Communications Regulatory 

Authority 

Thavisak Manodham Director general of E-

Government Center 

Laotian Ministry of Post and 

Telecommunications 

Filipe  Lacerdo 

Castelo 

Branco Garcia 

Chief Technology 

Officer 

Lusolabs and Trust Data Privacy 

Aaron William  Hape Principal Advisor- 

Investment Management 

New Zealand Ministry of Business, 

Innovation, and Development 

Andy Keiser Principal  Navigators Global 

Shin Takahashi Chairman of the Board 

and Head of 

Government Relations 

NEC 

Mohammed Suleh Tusuf Senior Legal Services 

Manager 

Nigerian Communications Commission 

Roar Lunde Senior Security Analyst Norwegian Security Authority 

Thyagarajan Nandagopal Deputy Division 

Director- Computing 

and Communication 

Foundations 

NSF 

Masahiko Nittono Chief Corporate 

Representative 

NTT 

Anju Mangal Digital Business Analyst 

and ECM Specialist 

Pacific Community 



Patricia  Peck Garrido 

Pinheiro 

CEO and Founder Patricia Peck Pinheiro Advogados 

Amb. Peter Selfridge Senior Vice President 

and Global Head of 

Digital Governance 

SAP 

Minjung Kim Research Fellow, Center 

for International 

Commerce and Strategy 

Seoul National University  

Jeff Dressler Director- National 

Security Policy 

SoftBank 

Kanishka 

Karunasena  

Thanthri 

Waththage 

Research and Policy 

Development Specialist 

Sri Lanka Computer Emergency 

Readiness Team 

Hercilia Cristela Martins Belo Technical Professional 

Regulatory  

Timor-Leste National Communication 

Authority 

Sevil Altinsoy Corporate Agreements 

and Marketing Manager 

Turkish Airlines 

Jack Spilsbury Senior Coordinator- 

Digital Connectivity and 

Cybersecurity 

Partnership 

U.S. Department of State 

 


